WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
Sir Walter Citrine, might constitute the beginning of divorce proceed-
ings so far as Parliament is concerned, just as weekly Press conferences
at the Foreign Office might serve the same purpose in respect of the
Press.
But one must return to Yugoslavia and her growing-pains. In the
opinion of the King, the question of a federation of Yugoslav States or
of a centralized Government at Belgrade was one which time alone
could solve, and rightly or wrongly he believed that until the Yugoslav
principle was more firmly established and generally understood, the
course most likely to promote union rather than tend to disunion was
centralization. He had no liking for the dictatorial powers which he
felt that he had been forced to assume, but he regarded them as
temporarily in the interests of his country. The regularization of the
internal situation could consequendy wait for the moment while he
concentrated all his energies on the improvement of foreign relations.
The King's attempt to arrive at a modus rivendi with Italy has been
described earlier. But he was never afraid of Italy. I used to beg him
sometimes not to underestimate his mechanically and technically
superior opponents, but his invariable reply was that the post-
Mussolini Italians were under their skin exactly the same as the pre-
Mussolini Italians. If they attempted to invade his country, all his
plans, he said, were ready for dealing with them and getting under
that skin. He offered once to tell me what they were, but I begged
him not to do so, lest, if any indiscretion subsequently occurred, he
might imagine that I had been responsible for it. As for an Italian
occupation of Albania, the King always said that if there ever was a
landing of Italian troops there, the Yugoslav rifles would go off of
themselves. And if he had Hved, I feel sure that this would have been
the case, or rather, just because it would have been the case, the Italian
invasion of Albania on Good Friday 1939 would never have taken
place.
"When the negotiations with Italy finally fell through, the King set
himself with redoubled energy to the task of endeavouring to promote
collective security in the Balkan Peninsula. Collective security is an
ideal like the League of Nations, and civilization should constantly be
seeking to achieve it. But on an earth which is not Paradise achieve-
ment of the ideal will be, even after the present war, just as difficult
to realize in practice as it has been and is easy to talk about in theory.
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